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TOLLESON CITY COUNCIL MEETING ACTION MINUTES 

TOLLESON CIVIC CENTER 
9055 WEST VAN BUREN STREET, TOLLESON, AZ 85353 

ZOOM WEBINAR ID: 840 6967 9194 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2024 

6:00 PM 

Doors open to Council Chambers at 5:45 PM for public seating. The public may be asked to 
temporarily relocate if an executive session occurs. The public will be invited back into Council 
Chambers when the Council returns from executive session.  
 
Members of the public may also participate in the meeting via Zoom Webinar 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/w/84069679194) with a computer or cell phone. 

 

  
A. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Rodriguez called the Tolleson City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

B. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Invocation was delivered by City Attorney Pierce, and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Council Member Chavira.  

 

C. MAYOR & COUNCIL INSTALLATION CEREMONY  
 

 1. Loyalty Oath of Office 
Christine Chavira, Council Member 
Remarks by Council Member Christine Chavira 
 
Loyalty Oath of Office 
Adolfo F. Gámez, Council Member 
Remarks by Council Member Adolfo F. Gámez 
 
Loyalty Oath of Office 
Cruzita V. Mendoza, Council Member 
Remarks by Council Member Cruzita V. Mendoza 
 
Loyalty Oath of Office 
Juan F. Rodriguez, Mayor 
Remarks by Mayor Juan F. Rodriguez 
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Loyalty Oaths of Office administered by the City Magistrate John Lamb 

 

D. ROLL CALL 
 
City Council: Mayor Juan Rodriguez, Vice Mayor Jimmy Davis, Council Members Christine 
Chavira, Clorinda Erives, Adolfo Gámez, Linda Laborin and Cruzita Mendoza. 
 
Council Members Adolfo Gámez and Cruzita Mendoza left the Council Meeting at 6:11 
P.M. to attend another meeting.  
 
Department Directors: City Manager Reyes Medrano Jr., Deputy City Manager/Employee 
Resources Director Wendy Jackson, Financial Officer Kevin Artz, Chief Preparedness 
Officer George Good, Chief Technical Officer Steve Holliday, City Clerk Crystal Zamora, 
Development Services Director Jason Earp, Field Operations/Parks & Recreation Director 
Randy Babchuk, Fire Chief Michael Young, Human Services Director Santiago Cornejo, 
Library Director Mandy Carrico and Police Chief Rudy Mendoza. 
 
City Representatives: City Attorney Justin Pierce and City Magistrate John Lamb 

 

E. FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUESTS 

 All citizens and interested parties wishing to speak before the Council regarding non-
agenda items or during a public hearing shall fully complete a Speaker Request Form and 
submit the form(s) to the City Clerk prior to the meeting being convened. Citizens must 
complete one form for each item they want to address. Speaker Request Forms are 
located at the entrance of the Council Chambers. For Zoom participants, click the chat 
button, and enter your name and the item you would like to address. Submissions should 
be made no later than the Mayor announcing the “Final Call to Submit Speaker Requests”. 
All speakers will be limited to 3 minutes unless otherwise noted by the Mayor. Speakers 
are not required to disclose their identities or personal information. You may also submit 
an online speaker request form at https://www.tolleson.az.gov/speakerrequest at least 
one hour prior to the meeting. 

 

F. CALL TO THE PUBLIC (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 

 This is the time for the public to comment on non-agenda items. Members of the Council 
may not discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01.H, action taken as a result of public comment will be 
limited to (1) responding to criticism; (2) directing staff to review the matter; or (3) asking 
that a matter be put on a future agenda. 

 

G. SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES AND PROCLAMATIONS – FOR DISCUSSION 
 

H. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR – PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS 
 

https://www.tolleson.az.gov/speakerrequest
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 1. Public Hearing – Soliciting comments from interested parties in reference to Site Plan 
Application #24090004 as submitted by Carlos Dominguez with A&E Design Group, 
LLC, on behalf of property owners, Montes Eliodoro/Castrejon Celene Diaz, for a new 
two-story building to be located at 9101 W. Adams Street, Tolleson, Arizona 85353. 
The retail space will be located on the lower level, totaling 1,178 sq. ft., dedicated to 
the sale of clothing and hats, and the additional space will be allocated for storage 
and restrooms. The upper level will be residential space containing 1,640 sq. ft. of 
livable area, including a north-facing balcony, and parking will contain six parking 
spaces and one ADA compliance space. The site, APN 101-08-060A, is approximately 
7,320 sq. ft. and zoned Commercial, Office, Residential, Entertainment (CORE) 
District. (Ruby’s Hats) 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:13 PM and closed at 6:24 PM. 
 
Council Action: Approve/Deny Site Plan Application #24090004. (Eleven 
recommended stipulations – Development Services Department) 
 
Council Member Laborin moved to approve Site Plan Application #24090004, 
incorporating the original eleven stipulations along with an additional twelfth 
stipulation requiring the applicant to collaborate with staff on aesthetic 
enhancements; the motion was seconded by Council Member Erives. The motion 
carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

 2. Public Hearing – Soliciting comments from interested parties in reference to Site Plan 
Application #24090005 as submitted by Erica Castro with Rick Engineering, on behalf 
of the owner, TruGrocer Federal Credit Union, for a new 2,595 sq. ft. drive-thru credit 
union building with a total of 27 parking spaces to be located at the southeast corner 
of 99th Avenue and Pierce Street in Tolleson, Arizona. The site, comprised of APN 
102-53-357, is approximately 65,941 square feet and zoned Planned Area 
Development (PAD). (TruGrocer Federal Credit Union) 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:25 PM and closed at 6:41 PM. 
 
Council Action: Approve/Deny Site Plan Application #24090005. (Eight recommended 
stipulations – Development Services Department) 
 
Vice Mayor Davis moved to approve Site Plan Application #24090005 with eight 
stipulations; the motion was seconded by Council Member Erives. The motion 
carried 5 to 0. 
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Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

 3. Public Hearing – Soliciting comments from interested parties in reference to 
establishing new facility rental fees for the City of Tolleson. 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:42 PM and closed at 6:54 PM. 
 
Council Action: Adopt/Deny Resolution No. 2590 of the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Tolleson, Arizona, establishing new facility rental fees for City facilities. 
(Employee Resources Department) 
 
Vice Mayor Davis moved to adopt Resolution No. 2590; the motion was seconded 
by Council Member Laborin. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

I. CONSENT AGENDA – ACTION ITEMS 

 Items on the Consent Agenda are of a routine nature and are intended to be acted upon in 
one motion. Council Members may pull items from Consent if they would like them 
considered separately.  

 

 1. Approve Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of November 12, 2024 and Special City 
Council Meeting Minutes of November 25, 2024. (City Clerk Department) 

 

 2. Approve Claims and Bills Report for the period of November 6, 2024 to December 3, 
2024. (Finance Department) 

 

 3. Approve Wired Telecommunications License and Right-of-Way Use Agreement 
between the City of Tolleson and Cablevision Lightpath LLC, and authorize the City 
Manager to execute and deliver said Agreement. Cablevision Lightpath LLC desires 
the ability to install, operate, maintain and repair cable containing bundles of 
multiple optical fibers, within the right-of-way for the purpose of providing fiber-to-
the-premise networks and fiber-based services. (Development Services Department) 

 

 4. Adopt Resolution No. 2592 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Tolleson, Arizona, 
approving the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Tolleson and the 
Arizona Board of Regents for and on behalf of Arizona State University for the Project 
Cities Program and the development of the Tolleson General Plan. The term of this 
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Agreement will commence on the effective date and remain effective for three years. 
(Development Services Department) 

 

 5. Approve Second Amendment to the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement between the 
City of Tolleson and UKG Kronos Systems, LLC for Workforce Management Systems 
and related products, services, and solutions, and authorize the City Manager to 
execute and deliver said Agreement. The City desires to amend the existing 
Agreement to increase the annual aggregate amount from $100,000 to $150,000 for 
additional products and services. (Employee Resources Department) 

 

 6. Adopt Resolution No. 2591 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Tolleson, Arizona, 
approving the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Tolleson and the 
City of Phoenix for radio shop services. The term of this Agreement will commence on 
the effective date and shall be renewed automatically each year for a one-year term. 
(Police Department) 

 

 7. Approve the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement between the City of Tolleson and 
Axon Enterprise, Inc. for public safety video surveillance equipment and services 
(TASER weapons, body worn cameras, evidence storage and management, and police 
records), and authorize the City Manager to execute and deliver said Agreement. The 
City shall pay the Contractor an annual aggregate amount not to exceed $200,000 for 
the equipment and services. This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until 
December 15, 2029 with an additional five-year renewal term. (Police Department) 

 

 8. Approve the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement between the City of Tolleson and 
Axon Enterprise, Inc. for public safety video surveillance equipment and services 
(Fleet 3 in-car video system), and authorize the City Manager to execute and deliver 
said Agreement. The City shall pay the Contractor an annual aggregate amount not to 
exceed $100,000 for the equipment and services. This Agreement shall remain in full 
force and effect until December 15, 2029 with an additional five-year renewal term. 
(Police Department) 

 

 9. Approve the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement between the City of Tolleson and 
Freightliner of Arizona, LLC for medium and heavy duty cabs, chassis and buses, and 
authorize the City Manager to execute and deliver said Agreement. The City shall pay 
the Contractor an annual aggregate amount not to exceed $250,000 for the services. 
This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until January 17, 2025. (Utilities 
Department) 
 
Council Member Laborin moved to approve Consent Agenda items 1. through 9.; 
the motion was seconded by Council Member Chavira. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
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Council Member Laborin – Aye 
 

J. REGULAR AGENDA – ACTION ITEMS 
 

 1. Approve/Deny the Professional Services Agreement between the City of Tolleson and 
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. for contracting services relating to the Van Buren at 
96th Ave. Pedestrian Bridge Design, and authorize the City Manager to execute and 
deliver said Agreement. The City shall pay the Contractor an amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000 for the services. This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect for 
one year and may be renewed for up to four successive one-year terms. 
(Development Services Department) 
 
Council Member Erives moved to approve the Professional Services Agreement; the 
motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Davis. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

 2. Adopt/Deny Ordinance No. 614 N.S. of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Tolleson, Arizona, extending and increasing the corporate limits of the City of 
Tolleson, Maricopa County, State of Arizona, pursuant to the provisions of Title 9, 
Chapter 4, Article 7, Arizona Revised Statutes and Amendments thereto, by annexing 
thereto certain territory contiguous to the existing City limits of the City of Tolleson: 
91st Avenue, north of MC85. (Development Services Department) 
 
Council Member Laborin moved to adopt Ordinance No. 614 N.S.; the motion was 
seconded by Vice Mayor Davis. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

 3. Appoint Elected Official as Board Member of the Tolleson Public Safety Personnel 
Retirement System Board to serve from January 1, 2025 until January 1, 2027. 
(Employee Resources Department)   
 
Council Member Laborin moved to appoint Council Member Chavira as Board 
Member of the Tolleson Public Safety Personnel Retirement System Board to serve 
from January 1, 2025 until January 1, 2027; the motion was seconded by Vice 
Mayor Davis. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
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Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 

 

K. WORK STUDY AND PRESENTATIONS – FOR DISCUSSION 
 

L. MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER’S REPORT OF CURRENT EVENTS – FOR DISCUSSION 
 

 1. Community Events Update – Randy Babchuk, Field Operations/Parks & Recreation 
Director  

 

M. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Erives moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; the motion 
was seconded by Council Member Chavira. The motion carried 5 to 0. 
Mayor Rodriguez – Aye   
Vice Mayor Davis – Aye   
Council Member Chavira – Aye 
Council Member Erives – Aye  
Council Member Laborin – Aye 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 PM. 
  

 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01 and A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members 
of the Tolleson City Council and to the general public that the Council of the City of Tolleson 
will hold a meeting open to the public. Council Members of the City of Tolleson will attend by 
telephone/video conference call.  
 
Note: The City Council of the City of Tolleson, by a duly passed motion, may vote in public 
session to adjourn to executive session on any agenda item in conformation with A.R.S. § 
38.431.03 for legal advice from the City Attorney.  
 
Zoom’s live transcription feature can provide automatic captioning by clicking on the Closed 
Caption (CC) button during the meeting.  
 
THE CITY OF TOLLESON ENDEAVORS TO MAKE ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS ACCESSIBLE TO 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES. With at least two business days advance notice, 
accommodations can be provided at this meeting for individuals with vision, hearing and/or 
speech disabilities, including a transcriber, large print, an interpreter, an assistive listening 
device, etc. Please call the City Clerk at (623) 936-7111, or TTY users may dial 711 for Arizona 
Relay Service (AZRS), to request an accommodation to participate in this public meeting. The 
City will try its best to accommodate any last minute requests.  
 
LA CIUDAD DE TOLLESON SE ESFUERZA PARA HACER TODAS LAS REUNIONES PÚBLICAS 
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ACCESIBLE PARA INDIVIDUOS CON DISCAPACIDADES. Con al menos dos días laborables de 
previo aviso, se pueden proporcionar adaptaciones en esta reunión para personas con 
discapacidades visuales, auditivas o del habla, incluido un transcriptor, letra grande, un 
intérprete, un dispositivo de asistencia auditiva, etc. Llame a la Secretaría Municipal al (623) 
936-7111, o los usuarios de TTY pueden marcar 711 para el Servicio de Retransmisión de 
Arizona (AZRS), para solicitar un alojamiento para participar en esta reunión pública. La Ciudad 
hará todo lo posible para satisfacer cualquier solicitud de último minuto. 
  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Mayor and Council 

CC: Reyes Medrano, City Manager 

Date: November 10, 2024 

From: Chris Hamilton, City Engineer 

Subject: Site Plan Approval Stipulations – Ruby Hat 
 

 
Following are my recommended stipulations for site plan approval for this project: 

 
1. The Developer shall provide final site improvement plans, inclusive of 

grading/drainage/paving, parking lot lighting, utility, perimeter screening and landscaping 
plans, to the satisfaction of the City Engineer, prior to the issuance of the first building 
permit. The Developer shall also provide a current geotechnical report to include 
recommendations for site preparation, for on and off site pavement design and building 
design parameters.  

 
2. The Developer shall provide a final drainage report for City review and approval prior to the 

issuance of the first building permit. Stormwater runoff for the 100-year, 6-hour rainfall from 
the site and from the half-street frontage on all abutting streets shall be stored on-site. 
Retention basin design shall conform to City requirements. On-site storm drains may be sized 
for the 100-year peak runoff as long as an overland flow route is provided for the 100-year 
peak flow to reach the retention basin(s). 

 
3. Sufficient drywells shall be provided to dry up the retention basin(s) within 36 hours; all 

drywells shall be Maxwell Plus type as manufactured by Torrent Resources Company or 
approved equal. 

 
4. The Developer shall prepare and submit, for approval by the City Engineer, a maintenance 

plan for the long-term operation and maintenance of the underground retention facilities 
that are being proposed by the developer. The maintenance plan shall be consistent with 
the criteria provided by the City as part of the site plan review/approval process and shall 
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provide for annual inspections and condition assessment reports to the City’s Building 
Department. 

 
5. Building sprinkler systems, where required, and any on-site private fire lines shall be 

designed and installed to the satisfaction of the City Engineer and Fire Department; fire 
hydrants shall be spaced at not greater than 300-foot intervals in accordance with IFC 2018, 
Appendix C. 

 
6. All on-site water lines, fire lines, and sanitary sewer lines shall be privately owned and 

maintained. All connections to the public water system shall be protected with backflow 
devices installed to City standards and details; water meters shall be located within public 
rights-of- way. Backflow devices shall be painted to match the building color. FDC are to be 
remote from the structure per Tolleson Code. 

 
7. Perimeter screen walls shall be constructed in conformance with the City Zoning Code (chain 

link fencing is not allowed); all parking areas shall be screened from street view by a 
minimum three-foot-high berm or wall as measured from the highest finished grade of the 
adjoining parking area.  

 
8. All access gates shall comply with City Fire Department requirements and existing secondary 

access gates shall be equipped with “Knox” locks conforming to City Fire Department 
requirements. 

 
9. The Developer shall provide water and sanitary sewer design reports for City review and 

approval. 
 

10. Driveway approaches shall conform to a modified City of Avondale Standard Detail No. 
P1251-1 with return radii equal to 20 feet or more to the extent possible, and concrete to be 
class A, 10-inch thickness with fiber mesh; public sidewalk easements shall be dedicated as 
required to facilitate specific driveway approaches as specified herein. 

 
11. Remove and replace all broken or cracked curb and gutter, sidewalk, asphalt pavement, and 

signing and striping along the 91st Ave and Adams Street frontages; pavement along said 
streets may be microsealed for up to its full width at the sole discretion of the City Engineer 
following the completion of on-site improvements. 

 
12. The Developer shall collaborate with the City on aesthetic enhancements. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 

To: Mayor and Council 

CC: Reyes Medrano, City Manager 

Date: October 28, 2024 

From: Chris Hamilton, City Engineer 

Subject: Site Plan Approval Stipulations – TruGrocer (99th Ave. & Pierce St) 
 

 
Following are my recommended stipulations for site plan approval for this project: 

 
1. The Developer shall provide final site improvement plans, inclusive of 

grading/drainage/paving, parking lot lighting, utility, perimeter screening and landscaping 
plans, to the satisfaction of the City Engineer, prior to the issuance of the first building 
permit. The Developer shall also provide a current geotechnical report to include 
recommendations for site preparation, for on and off-site pavement design and building 
design parameters.  

 
2. The Developer shall provide a final drainage report for City review and approval prior to the 

issuance of the first building permit. Stormwater runoff for the 100-year, 6-hour rainfall from 
the site and from the half-street frontage on all abutting streets shall be stored on-site. 
Retention basin design shall conform to City requirements. On-site storm drains may be sized 
for the 100-year peak runoff as long as an overland flow route is provided for the 100-year 
peak flow to reach the retention basin(s). 

 
3. Sufficient drywells shall be provided to dry up the retention basin(s) within 36 hours; all 

drywells shall be Maxwell Plus type as manufactured by Torrent Resources Company or 
approved equal. 

 
4. The Developer shall prepare and submit, for approval by the City Engineer, a maintenance 

plan for the long-term operation and maintenance of the underground retention facilities 
that are being proposed by the developer. The maintenance plan shall be consistent with 
the criteria provided by the City as part of the site plan review/approval process and shall 
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provide for annual inspections and condition assessment reports to the City’s Building 
Department. 

 
5. Building sprinkler systems, where required, and any on-site private fire lines shall be 

designed and installed to the satisfaction of the City Engineer and Fire Department; fire 
hydrants shall be spaced at not greater than 300-foot intervals in accordance with IFC 2018, 
Appendix C. 

 
6. All on-site water lines, fire lines, and sanitary sewer lines shall be privately owned and 

maintained. All connections to the public water system shall be protected with backflow 
devices installed to City standards and details; water meters shall be located within public 
rights-of- way. Backflow devices shall be painted to match the building color. FDC are to be 
remote from the structure per Tolleson Code. 

 
7. Perimeter screen walls shall be constructed in conformance with the City Zoning Code (chain 

link fencing is not allowed); all parking areas shall be screened from street view by a 
minimum three-foot-high berm or wall as measured from the highest finished grade of the 
adjoining parking area.  

 
8. All access gates shall comply with City Fire Department requirements and existing secondary 

access gates shall be equipped with “Knox” locks conforming to City Fire Department 
requirements. 



CHECK NUMBER CHECK DATE VENDOR NAME AMOUNT
182666 11/12/2024 CITY OF PHOENIX 319,435.92
182855 11/27/2024 CITY OF PHOENIX 280,076.40
182883 11/27/2024 SALT RIVER PROJECT - IRRIGATION 186,671.59
100101 11/08/2024 AT&T Enterprises LLC 150,682.01
182775 11/21/2024 FSL HOME IMPROVEMENTS 98,775.69
182806 11/21/2024 PEORIA FORD 65,701.69
100109 11/15/2024 KRONOS INCORPORATED 51,778.78
182734 11/14/2024 TOLLESON COMMUNITY COALITION 50,000.00

City of Tolleson
Checks Recorded

Check Dates: November 6, 2024 to December 3, 2024
PAYMENTS OVER $50,000



CHECK NUMBER CHECK DATE VENDOR NAME AMOUNT
182692 11/14/2024 CITY OF PHOENIX 48,958.71
100119 11/22/2024 PUMP PROS INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 38,950.20
100113 11/22/2024 AZ PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT, FIRE 38,170.97
100096 11/07/2024 AZ PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT, FIRE 37,927.48
100097 11/07/2024 AZ PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT, POLICE 31,639.51
100114 11/22/2024 AZ PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT, POLICE 29,808.19
182877 11/27/2024 TECHNOLOGY PROVIDERS, INC. 29,234.24
182834 11/21/2024 WEST TECH LLC 27,345.83
100111 11/15/2024 MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC. 24,532.47
182788 11/21/2024 JAMES, COOKE & HOBSON INC 22,251.03
182847 11/27/2024 BROWN AND CALDWELL 22,195.25
182744 11/14/2024 WASTE CONNECTIONS OF ARIZONA, INC. 19,705.00
182830 11/21/2024 WACO LLC 19,555.98
100116 11/22/2024 KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 16,300.90
182667 11/12/2024 DELL MARKETING L.P. 15,834.36
182800 11/21/2024 Metropolitan Life Insurance 15,163.14
182807 11/21/2024 POWERDMS, INC. 13,417.45
182798 11/21/2024 MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 13,222.49
100108 11/15/2024 JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP INC 12,592.50
182745 11/21/2024 ADVANCED ENVIRO CURE, LLC 12,000.00
182743 11/14/2024 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES LLC 10,150.62

Check Dates: November 6, 2024 to December 3, 2024
PAYMENTS FOR $10,000 - $49,000

City of Tolleson
Checks Recorded
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MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you.  Okay, everybody.  Good evening.  I'm mayor Juan F. 

Rodriguez.  Today is December 10th, and I would like to call the City Council meeting to 

order.  We're going to get started with our invocation and pledge of allegiance.  So I'm 

going to ask our city attorney to please lead us in the invocation, and Councilmember 

Chavira, if she can please lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Please stand.  

PIERCE:  Our beloved Heavenly Father, we come before thee at this time with gratitude 

in our hearts for the opportunity to be here, to live in this free country, to also be able 

to celebrate this time of year where hopefully hearts are softened and we are able be 

kinder to one another, be grateful for the relationships that we have.  We are grateful 

for this Council and for the opportunity at self-governance and pray that thy spirit would 

guide and direct them, and that they would have the wisdom to make decisions that 

would be in accordance with thy will and in accordance with the best interests of the 

great people here in this wonderful City of Tolleson.  We pray for those that protect us 

and pray that they would be protected.  We pray for these blessings at this time.  Do so 

in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

CHAVIRA:  I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 

Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  Thank you both, Attorney Pierce and Councilmember 

Chavira.  We're going to move on to Mayor and Council installation.  Before we do that, 

though, I do want to -- we're always blessed whenever anybody shows up.  You're all 

very important people, and we certainly want you to come back every meeting.  But 

today we do happen to have two special guests that are making an appearance.  

Southwest Valley Chamber of Commerce, we have President Jeff Campos and Vice 

President Amapola Judd-Shimp.  So let's give them a round of applause.  Thanks for 

coming up.   

We're going to move on to Mayor and Council selection ceremonies.  Now we will begin.  

Yeah, I will hand this over to our judge, Judge John Lamb.  

LAMB:  We could have the newly elected Council members come down.  
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 If you guys could raise your right hand, and then you'll repeat after me.  And after I say 

"I," you'll state your name.  Okay?  I – 

GAMEZ:  I, Adolfo Gamez. 

MENDOZA:  I, Cruzita Mendoza. 

CHAVIRA:  I, Christine Chavira. 

LAMB:  -- do solemnly swear --   

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  Do solemnly swear -- 

LAMB:  -- that I will support the Constitution of the United States -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- that I will support the Constitution of the United 

States -- 

LAMB:  -- the Constitution and laws of the State of Arizona -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- the Constitution and laws of the State of Arizona -- 

LAMB:  -- and the City of Tolleson Code. 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- and the City of Tolleson Code.  

LAMB:  That I will bear true faith and allegiance -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  That I will bear true faith and allegiance -- 

LAMB:  -- to the same -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- to the same -- 

LAMB:  -- and defend against all enemies -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- and defend against all enemies -- 

LAMB:  -- foreign or domestic.  

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- foreign or domestic.  

LAMB:  And that I will faithfully and impartially -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  And that I will faithfully and impartially -- 

LAMB:  -- discharge the duties -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- discharge the duties -- 

LAMB:  -- of Council member -- 

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- of Council member -- 

LAMB:  -- according to the best of my ability -- 
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CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- according to the best of my ability -- 

LAMB:  -- so help me God.  

CHAVIRA, GAMEZ, MENDOZA:  -- so help me God.  

LAMB:  All right.  Congratulations.  Hold on one second.  And then let me give you guys 

each one of your certificates of election.  This is yours.  This is yours.  I think I got them 

right.  This is yours.  There you go.  All right.  And if you guys -- anybody wants to say any 

words, it's -- all right.  I got it mixed up.  Okay.  Go right ahead. 

GAMEZ:  Just want to say congratulations to everybody, another four years.  And we 

look forward to -- but we need to be very cognizant of the politics nationally that are 

occurring, and that there are things that may impact us in the City, especially our kids, 

our students.  And we need to make sure -- and our seniors for that matter -- and we 

can take care of them if something happens to the funding that's being threatened to 

happen nationally.  And if that happens, we as a Council need to step up and say, not in 

Tolleson.  We're going to take care of our kids.  We're going to take care of our seniors 

to do what we have to do.  We have to do that so that we can continue to be the city 

that we love.  That's what I've got to say.  Thank you.  

CHAVIRA:  I just want to follow up on (indiscernible) for another four years, and I'm 

proud to take that role.  (indiscernible) thank you so much for everybody's support.  And 

my heartfelt gratitude to everyone.  Thank you.   

MENDOZA:  I'd like to also thank all of the voters of Tolleson for having the confidence 

in me to vote me into office, and I totally agree with Councilmember Gamez.  We don't 

know what the future holds.  We never know what the future holds.  But the beauty of 

Tolleson is that we work together.  We are a caring, loving group of people that truly do 

care about this community, and whatever may come and whatever happens, Tolleson 

will always be at the core of the decisions that we make.  And although we may not 

always agree, your best interests and the community's best interest is always at heart, 

and we will work together to make sure that that happens.  Thank you.  

LAMB:  Mayor, if you could come down.  Right hand. I --  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I, Juan Rodriguez --  
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LAMB:  -- do solemnly swear -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- do solemnly swear -- 

LAMB:  -- that I will support the Constitution of the United States -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- that I will support the Constitution of the United States -- 

LAMB:   -- the Constitution and laws of the State of Arizona -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- the Constitution and laws of the State of Arizona -- 

LAMB:   -- and the City of Tolleson Code.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- and the City of Tolleson Code.  

LAMB:   That I will bear true faith and allegiance -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  That I will bear true faith and allegiance -- 

LAMB:   -- to the same -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:   -- to the same -- 

LAMB:   -- and defend against all enemies -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- and defend against all enemies -- 

LAMB:   -- foreign or domestic.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- foreign and domestic.  

LAMB:   And that I will faithfully and impartially -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:   And that I will faithfully and impartially -- 

LAMB:  -- discharge the duties of mayor --  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- discharge the duties of mayor --  

LAMB:   -- according to the best of my ability -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- according to the best of my ability -- 

LAMB:  -- so help me God.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- so help me God.   

LAMB:  All right.  Congratulations.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you.  

LAMB:  Now have a few words. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So yeah, just quick words.  Basically echo some of the words of my 

Councilmembers.  We're extremely grateful to the people of Tolleson.  I mean, we 
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wouldn't be here without their votes.  We're here, and so we get the opportunity and 

the responsibility to serve our residents for the next four years.  You know, I'm very 

grateful to my family.  They're all here.  My mom and my dad and my kids.  And doing 

this takes time away from your family, but with their support, we've been able to, I 

think, do a really good job as a family moving forward and keep His name in good faith.  

And that's the first thing I want to get said.  Well, the second one -- the first one is to the 

voters of Tolleson.  The second is to my family.  The third is to the staff.  I think a lot of 

times -- I've said it in speeches and in times here or there, but the reality is, our staff 

does a great job of guiding us and bringing opportunities to the Council that are directly 

beneficial to the People of Tolleson.  And I, for one, don't think that our staff get enough 

credit.  And so I think if anybody deserves applause, it's them.  And so I'd like to give 

them a round of applause.  

I've learned two things that -- don't bring up your baby.  Okay.  Oh, cool.   

The two things that I've learned on Council -- and it'll be 20 years when I'm done here -- 

is that one, you're going to put on some weight.  So if you want to be on Council, get a 

gym membership.  When I started, this jacket actually closed.  I was about to close it 

now, but I might pass out from holding my breath.  And two is that, it doesn't matter if 

you're a Councilmember, you're the Vice Mayor, or if you're the Mayor.  We're a team.  

Everybody up here works in tandem.  If one goes left, we all go left.  One goes right, we 

all go right.  We all move together because we have one common goal.  And that is to 

make Tolleson the best place possible for people to work, live, and be successful.  And at 

the end of the day, I don't care who's in D.C.  Tolleson is blessed.  And no matter what 

comes down the pike, I have a hundred percent confidence that the people sitting here 

are going to rally around the needs of our community, and we're going to continue to 

move our city of Tolleson forward and be successful.  And only better days are ahead of 

us.  So thank you all.  Congratulations.   

GAMEZ:  Congratulations to you.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  And that's all I have to say.  Thanks again, Judge.   

Go, Sun Devils!  
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And I know we have a couple of folks that have to leave early today, so I'm going to just 

go ahead make it make an acknowledgement to Crystal that every Councilmember is 

present and accounted for.  And so if they need to part ways and deal with other 

matters, right now would probably be the best time to do that.  

GAMEZ:  Thank you, Mayor.  Appreciate that.  Report back later.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you.  We'll get some more tissue.   

So with that, it's a final call to submit speaker request forms.  Crystal, do we have any 

submissions?  

ZAMORA:  We do not, Mayor.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  It's called to the public non-agenda items.  Crystal, do we 

have any call to the public yet?   

ZAMORA:  We do not, Mayor.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.  We're going to go on to G, which is scheduled public 

appearances and proclamations.  We have none today.  H, business from the floor, 

public hearings, and action items.  We have one.  It's a public hearing.  So soliciting 

comments from the interested parties in reference to Site Plan Application #24090004 

as submitted by Carlos Dominguez with A&E Design Group, LLC, on behalf of property 

owners, Montes Eliodoro/Castrejon Celene Diaz, for a new two-story building to be 

located at 9101 W. Adams Street, Tolleson, Arizona 85353.  The retail space will be 

located on the lower level, totaling 1,178 sq. ft., dedicated to the sale of clothing and 

hats, and the additional space will be allocated for storage and restrooms. The upper 

level will be residential space containing 1,640 sq. ft. of livable area, including a north-

facing balcony, and parking will contain six parking spaces and one ADA-compliant 

space. The site, APN 101-08-060A, is approximately 7,320 sq. ft. and zoned Commercial, 

Office, Residential, Entertainment, also known as the CORE District. I will now open this 

public hearing and turn this matter over to Development Services Director Jason Earp 

and the applicant.  

EARP:  Thank you, Mayor.  Members of the Council.  As you know, about 14 years ago 

when we created the CORE, Commercial, Office, Residential, Entertainment, this is kind 
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of what we're looking at in the future.  Took this much time, but it's finally here.  We're 

landlocked, so going vertical makes sense.  And having some residential on the bottom 

and some affordable housing on top is great for our city.  But at this moment, I'll just 

turn it over to Carlos Dominguez, which, he's with the design group for this.  This is 91st 

and Adams, and I'll let him explain.  And if you have any questions for him or myself, 

Mayor, we'll be happy to answer.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Is he on Zoom?  

EARP: He's on Zoom.  Sorry.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Resident Dominguez, you have the floor on Zoom.  

DOMINGUEZ:  Yes.  I'm actually seeing you guys on the -- yes.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Do you need to -- we're just asking to get -- do an overview of the 

presentation.  

DOMINGUEZ:  Absolutely.  So everyone, thank you for the opportunity to present our 

project here.  My name is Carlos Dominguez from A&E Design Group.  We are the design 

team working here on this project for the Ruby Hat sales.  And the idea that came up to 

us was, the owners really hard-working people, what they want to do is be able to move 

their existing place of business -- it's located on the west part of Phoenix, move it to this 

part of town.  And it's interesting how we always are looking into a work/live 

environment, so couldn't fit better.  I mean, they are going to be the owners of the 

bottom level, which will be them selling hats and clothing with logos and engraving, also 

the lettering on t-shirts and stuff like that.  But they're also going to be the ones living 

on the second floor.  So in a way kind of serves the same people, watching of their own 

business and the business watching over their place while they're working.  Right?  So 

that's the idea of the process.  Like I said, the bottom floor on the north, we're looking 

at the -- pretty much the mercantile sales part of it, where it's merchandise there on 

display, and then you got the back part of it, more of the storage and where the 

husband and wife will be on the back doing all the work putting logos and things like 

that on the t-shirts.  That's pretty much the basics of it, of the nature of the business.  

The upstairs, a three-bedroom, two-bath, pretty standard, I would say, of a larger size 
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apartment/home that they will be putting on the top with -- as you can see on the 

elevations, we added that feature of a balcony there on the north side of it.  And I'm 

sure during the evening times and, when it's like especially this part of the season where 

you guys with the holidays, the lights, things like that, they're able to enjoy the view of 

the City of Tolleson.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Is that -- you concluding your presentation, correct?  

DOMINGUEZ:  Yes.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Just wanted to make sure.  Well, I will now turn it over to 

our Council.  Council, do you have comments or questions concerning this 

development?  No?  Yes, we have -- Vice Mayor Davis has a comment.  

DAVIS:  I do like these types of developments coming because like Jason said, we are 

pretty landlocked, so growing up is the way to go.  And I like this idea of having 

commercial on the bottom and housing options on the top, because we definitely also 

are facing a housing shortage.  So it kind of kills two birds with one stone.  So I like the 

general concept.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  I would just add, for those in the audience that don't 

remember this, this used to be a storefront, and it suffered a big fire.  And I think that's 

an understatement.  The chief at the time was here.  The vacant property.  So it's a 

property located next to the property that burned down.  

CHAVIRA OR MENDOZA:  Used to be my property.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  So needless to say, it's not so much a new concept in other 

parts of the valley, but here in Tolleson, this is going to be the first of what we hope is a 

series of these developments where like Vice Mayor said, we're going to go vertical, 

increase some living space, and we're also going to have some retail space.  So we're 

have the opportunity to collect some sales tax revenue for our community.  And 

ultimately, I think it's a win-win.  It looks like it's a good quality product.  It's not shoddy.  

And so you know, I think this is exactly what we're looking for.  And we're hoping that it 

lends itself going south, and also lends itself going north, and maybe wraps around Van 

Buren down the road for future development.  This may be the beginning of a number 
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of these things that kind of help us go a little bit more vertical and have some more 

flexibility, and the type of uses that we have here in town.  So with that, I am going to be 

quiet.  Anything else, folks?  Go ahead, Jason.  

EARP:  Thank you, Mayor.  

CHAVIRA:  Go ahead and let Jason finish.  

EARP:  That the property you're talking about is going to do the same thing, so that it's 

going to be great being next to each other.  I just wanted to bring attention to -- maybe 

Mr. Dominguez can speak on this -- staff feels that it's -- the building is great and 

everything, but it does -- a little bland.  So if Mayor and Council, I don't know if they 

need to add a stipulation, if you approve to work with our team to maybe kind of spruce 

it up just a little bit more, add some maybe some esthetics to it, just -- I mean overall, 

the bones of it's great.  It's just that was the direction I got from staff.  So I just wanted 

to bring it forward.  

CHAVIRA:  No, I agree with that Jason.  And with the Council, I think it would be nice to 

add either some color or some vegetation or some trees or something that adds a little 

bit interest.  As you're driving south on 91st Avenue, you're going to see the side of the 

building.  It seems like the face is going to be facing north, Mr. Dominguez.  So it would 

be nice to not just have a wall, but maybe some kind of vegetation or something else 

that would add a little bit of interest to it so that it's a nice view as you're driving down 

the street.  

DOMINGUEZ:  I do want to add to that, and yes, you brought up good points on that.  So 

definitely for us, it was a concern having that long east wall, especially in a major arterial 

street, right?  So definitely -- we do have some vegetation.  I don't know if you guys have 

the landscape plan available there on screen, but we do have landscaping going through 

it, as well as a mixture of a hardscape.  So it doesn't feel just a dull concrete.  We got 

pavers going across through it, a pattern there.  And also on that wall, if you can also 

open on the elevations, you'll see that there's some niches on that.  We're changing 

some of the materials and putting some lighting on those niches to create for artwork.  

Maybe, for example, if one of the home teams win, sports team, we can put that 
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somewhere like the jersey or something like that.  Use that as some sort of a artwork, 

but also more of a local artwork and display it.  And like I said, I don't know if the 

elevation, you can bring it back on the screen because I'm not seeing it, but you will be 

able to see that on the east side of the elevation.  We create those niches with the 

different material types.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Well, Mr. Dominguez, to me it's pretty clear.  We're going to add 

a -- hold on.  We've got a city manager – Reyes?  

MEDRANO:  I'll wait for you, sir.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  No, I was going to say we're going to add a stipulation that you 

work with staff to work out some these -- I'm not going to call it lipstick, but make the 

building look a little bit nicer, a little bit more appealing.  Staff has some really good 

ideas, and you guys can go back and forth and come up with the specifics, but they 

they've helped other developers put some buildings in our community that look really, 

really good.  So I'm sure they're going to have a slew of good ideas to make this 

development look even bigger and better.  

MEDRANO:  That's precisely what -- Mr. Mayor, members of Council -- that's precisely 

what I was going to recommend.  So you're on top of it, sir.  I would add that to any 

motion and second.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  All right.  Jason, anything else?  All right.  One last call to 

Council?  Yes.  Vice Mayor.  

DAVIS:  I would just like to add that we do have a pretty awesome TIA Initiative, which is 

our Tolleson Initiative for the Arts.  So the arts are pretty important to us.  If you look at 

our civic center, which is going to be down the street from this development, there's 

artwork all over it.  So just something to think about.  We want it to match the esthetic 

of our city.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  This is a public meeting.  So Clorinda -- Vice Mayor Davis -- I'm 

sorry.  Councilmember Erives.  I'm hungry.  I'm sorry.  

ERIVES:  I just had a question regarding the title of the store.  So it's Ruby's Hats.  Could 

you tell us a little bit about the specialty of this store?  We don't have a hat store in 
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Tolleson, so this is kind of new for us.  Can you tell us a little bit about it?  

DOMINGUEZ:  Definitely, definitely.  And I would love for my customers -- the owners to 

be, but I believe they were not available to attend the meeting.  But I can kind of speak 

on their on their behalf because that was my first question about it too, like, what 

exactly are you guys doing?  I mean, is this more like a sports store?  Is this -- what is it?  

So really what it is, they'll sell basic merchandise -- hats, t-shirts.  But the beauty of it is 

that they will do the -- I don't know if it's the right word -- engraving -- where they will 

put the lettering of a logo.  For example if you have a league, like a baseball league or a 

little soccer league, you can bring your team with your hats, with your t-shirts, and 

they'll put the logo of the team, the  numbers on the back, the names of the team.  So 

that's their specialty.  More like giving uniqueness to the clothing, especially the hats.  

So they'll have your standard hats and t-shirts.  Right? But mainly that's what they're 

focusing on -- creating unique type of hats and unique t-shirts.  

ERIVES:  Excellent.  Thank you.  Thank you for sharing with us.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  One last round.  Public hearing.  Anybody from the 

audience?  Yes.  Of course.  Councilwoman Laborin.  Dominguez.   

LABORIN: Mr. Dominguez.  Just an FYI, that property originally belonged to my 

grandfather, who was related to Joaquin Murrieta.  His name was Francisco Murrieta.  

And my dad sold it to the next owners, Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff.  And I can't believe 

something is actually going up on that property from when I was younger.  I hope it 

comes out really good for you.  Thank you.  

DOMINGUEZ:  We are honored.  Thank you.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  With that, I will entertain a motion to include 11 

stipulations, plus the 12th stipulation to work with staff on esthetic improvements to 

the facility.  Close the public hearing.  And at this point, I will entertain a motion to 

approve or deny with -- but whoever makes the motion, please include the 11 

stipulations plus the 12th stipulation that was added for Mr. Dominguez and the owners 

to work with city staff on esthetic improvements. 

LABORIN:  With the 11-12 stipulations. 
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MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We have a motion from a Councilwoman Laborin.  Yes.  Rock 

scissors? 

DAVIS:  We'll shake it out. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We got a second from Councilwoman Erives.  All those in favor, 

please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  Not hearing any.  This motion passes 

unanimously.  Thank you very much, Mr. Dominguez.   

DOMINGUEZ:  Thank you very much.  Appreciate it.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  We're going to move on to public hearing number 2, 

soliciting comments from interested parties in reference to Site Plan Application 

#24090005 as submitted by Erica Castro with Rick Engineering, on behalf of the owner, 

TruGrocer Federal Credit Union, for a new 2,595 sq. ft. drive-thru credit union building 

with a total of 27 parking spaces to be located at the southeast corner of 99th Avenue 

and Pierce Street in Tolleson, Arizona. The site, comprised of APN 102-53-357, is 

approximately 65,941 -- that's a pretty good size -- square feet and zoned planned area 

development, also known as PAD TruGrocer Federal Credit Union.  And I will now open 

up this public hearing and turn this over to our Development Services Director, Mr. 

Jason Earp.  

EARP:  Thank you.  Mayor, Vice Mayor, members of the Council.  So yes, this is on the 

corner of 99th and Pierce, next to the hotel.  For a long time, we've had the one bank, 

and we've been looking forward to some kind of credit union or bank to come in, a 

second one.  It's finally here.  They specialize in grocery store employees.  One of the 

reasons -- I talked to Mr. Grayson this morning -- one of the reasons they came here 

because we have Albertsons and we have Kroger, and just where they're located now at 

51st and Bell is -- it's just not a great location to get to for all the grocery employees.  

This is with the freeway and closer to the warehouses.  Plus we're -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Plus we're Tolleson.   

DAVIS:  We all work in Tolleson.  That's probably why.  
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EARP:  Smart people.  They probably went to U of A.  But they have a -- Mr. Avery's 

(phonetic) here to give a presentation on it.  It's a beautiful building.  We're excited 

about it.  I know, Mayor, you had a question, could regular residents that don't work for 

the grocery store?  It's not in their charter, so at this time, no.  But the way he described 

it to me is if your wife's tía's cousin works there, you can get in.  And so then once you 

can get in, then your family can get in.  Then once your kids have kids, then they can get 

in.  So it kind of works like that.  And he says that's kind of how they expand.  So we're 

very excited to have them.  So Mr. Avery. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  How you doing, sir?  

AVERY:  All right.  Who's controlling the slides?  Me?  Okay.  So this is a 2,500-square-

foot  credit union branch.  As you mentioned.  TruGrocer is focused on the grocery 

industry.  They started their life as the Albertsons Employees Credit Union, and now 

they serve anyone who works in a grocery store or distribution center.  That's one of the 

big appeals of Tolleson as well, is they think they have a large member base here.  So 

they're excited to be here.  They have branches all over the country.  This is one of their 

first new builds in a long time.  So we just renovated a building for them in Florida.  But 

this is going to be new ground-up construction.  

 And if we want to go through to the next slide.   

So the thinking about the design, I was the design architect on it.  This is an opportunity 

to give them a face, a brand.  Right now, if you've been by their existing branch, it's in a 

strip mall.  It's too small for them.  All they have is signage.  This is an opportunity for 

them to present a public face and start to create a lasting impression on people.  So 

we're looking for something that was iconic, but would draw people in and create a 

sense of community.  And something that as you're traveling the streets and highways 

here in Tolleson, when you see it, it sticks in your mind.  But then when you go there, it's 

also a place that when you go into it, it feels like you're someplace special.   

Go next.   

This is just the program, pretty standard private offices, conference rooms, a small 

conference room, teller stations.  And they will have a drive-through both at a window 
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and then an ATM.  

And here's our site plan.  They are doing their water detention above ground and for 

cost reasons, rather than burying it under the parking lot.  So we have at the right side 

of the site here, the east side, two large shallow detention ponds with dry wells.  So 

there's regulations as to how fast these have to drain after one of the rains.  And then 

that's designed to recharge the aquifer.  The building is turned slightly on the site to 

open it up towards the corner, because it's a pretty prominent corner, and so to catch 

people's eyes.   

We go into the floor plan here.  It's a compact floor plan.  You guys have a nice 

stipulation on your drive-through queue lengths of 150 ft.  That sort of drove where our 

drive-through window needed to be.  We understand that.  We also do a lot of retail 

work with Starbucks and such, and those queues can get very long.  But the lobby is 

decent size.  We've got some furniture, the tellers, and then offices for bankers and a 

conference room.  Pretty standard fare, but  trying to get a nice compact package.   

And then to allow us to do a little bit more with the outside of the building, which you 

see in the next slide -- and so it's a low-slung building, but we're trying to make it 

welcoming with the roof as well as shade the building.  Because we all know what 

Arizona is like in the summer.  The tower helps give it an iconic element.  These are their 

brand colors that you're seeing on the building.  And it's cemented in people's eyes.  

They -- not a lot of their potential members know they exist.  So they're trying to raise 

that profile in every way possible to increase that membership base and be able to serve 

them better.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Is that maroon and gold?  

AVERY:  It's their -- their colors are.  Yeah.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  That'll work.  

AVERY:  Right on.  And I just want to step through.  We try to pay attention to what it 

looks like from the street as you move -- as you drive past it.  And then a welcoming 

entry, very transparent.  And then these are just stepping around the building so we can 

get a sense of what it feels like.  And then a drive-through.  Pulling the landscaping into 
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the building.   

And then the interior, we developed a interior design package that will be consistent 

across their branches.  We're rolling that out now.  So the first one was in the new 

branch in Oviedo.  So in here, we've got the teller area and then a higher ceiling area 

which will have wood finish, sloped ceilings much like this.  Try to keep the lighting 

subdued.  So it's -- a lot of credit unions you go into, they have the big two by four 

fluorescent light fixtures; we're trying to do something more like this with just pinpoints 

of light.   

And then these are just the interiors.  Close-up of the entry.  And then we tried to pay 

close attention to what the building will feel like in the evening.  Of course, they're not 

going to be open late into the night, but in the wintertime, it will start to get dark when 

they're still open.  And we wanted to have a nice glow, and probably leave some of the 

interior lights on.  We have the yellow on the soffit there as well as the ceiling.  So we 

want that glow when people go by it sort of cements it in their mind.  And then that 

gives you a sense of what it's like in the evening.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Well, thank you for your presentation.  I will at this time turn it 

over to Council for any questions.  Questions only at this time for Council?  

LABORIN:   I'm fine.  

AVERY:  And they're a great client.  I think they're a great neighbor.  And the services 

they provide are excellent for their membership.  So I've enjoyed working with them.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I'll be honest with you.  I was a little nervous at first.  I mean, I 

really wanted them to serve the People of Tolleson.  And I got to thinking, man, I've got 

to work at a grocery.  At first, I thought a grocery store.  So I'm like, I don't know that 

many people that work in a grocery store.  But then when I think Reyes told me that it 

also includes people that work in the warehouses, like I know at least ten people that 

work in the in warehouses, and they just became my cousins.  

AVERY:  Exactly.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  If the residents of Tolleson need somebody to -- if they want to 

create a membership at the credit union and they need somebody, I'm sure one of their 
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neighbors either works there or I can hook them up with Terry Martin (phonetic) or 

somebody that works at a warehouse.  So that would be good.  

AVERY:  And they're working, always working to expand their membership base.  One of 

their goals is to get Walmart and Target, since those have -- most of those now have a 

grocery store component.  That's not set yet but that's where they're where they're 

headed, so.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah, we're not quite the size of a Walmart.  We're only about 

7,000 people here.  And we pay our water bill and we'll say City of Tolleson.  If you guys 

ever change your mind and residents can walk in with their water bill and say, I'd like to 

become a member, I'm a Tolleson resident, that would be beyond awesome.  I'll throw 

that out there.   

AVERY:  I'll tell Ben.  

DAVIS:  Is their other branch closing?  

AVERY:  Yeah, they're going to relocate.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yes.  Councilwoman Davis. 

ERIVES:  I didn't see it on the renderings, but most banks have an ATM.  

AVERY:  They don't have a walk-up.  They figure in Arizona, I mean, if it's 116 out, most 

people are going to want to go through a drive-through ATM.  So there is one on the 

outside drive-through lane.  

ERIVES:  What I was referring to is that sometimes they'll just charge a service fee.  So 

you could still access -- 

AVERY:  Oh yeah.  It's -- the ATM would be for anybody with the -- yeah, a card that's on 

that network which is -- 

ERIVES:  It might not be the actual member, but -- 

AVERY:  Right.  Yeah.  

DAVIS:  Do you happen to know if they're part of like one of those credit union 

partnerships where people who have other credit unions can utilize their services?  

AVERY:  I do not, but that's a good question.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah, that would be great.   
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AVERY:  Yeah.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  By the way, I'm calling my cousin.  I'm going to get a membership.   

Yeah, I agree, I think from an architectural standpoint, design standpoint, the building 

definitely is -- I'm not going to use the word iconic, but driving down 99th Avenue, it's 

definitely going to it's going to get some attention.  

AVERY:  Yeah.  That's the hope.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  That's a really good thing.  

 So all right is there any questions or comments from the audience? Oh, Councilwoman 

Laborin, you have the floor.  

LABORIN:  Is the credit union going to be open to the public, or just specific? 

AVERY:  Just a specific membership base of anyone who works at a grocery store, or a 

family member of them, or one of the grocery store distribution centers, which is why 

they're -- part of the reason they're in Tolleson or want to be in Tolleson is because of 

the distribution centers.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Correct me if I'm wrong.  If I have a friend who works at, let's say, 

Fry's, and I go over there and my friend refers me, I can get a membership.  

AVERY:  I don't know, I can't speak to that.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Jason. 

EARP:  Mayor, Vice Mayor, members of the Council.  The way Ben described it to me, a 

relative.  So it -- like, your cousin's aunts.  But there has to be some kind of relation.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Correct,  And if I get a membership -- 

EARP:  And then once you get in, then your family can get in.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  My Tía Laborin can go with me.  I can get her and, my Tia Chavira, 

we can.   

Okay.  I mean, it's critical.  This was -- I always thought of this as the next location for an 

IHOP or Denny's, because it's located right next to a four-story hotel.   

AVERY:  Yeah.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So this corner is pretty critical.  And so for our residents to have 

access to the services that are going to be rendered there.  You know, we're talking 
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about a long-term solution for financial services.   

AVERY:  Yeah.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I want to thank Ben.  I don't know who Ben is, but you guys both 

brought him up.  

AVERY:  So Ben Grayson is the COO for TruGrocer and a good guy.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  If you guys can, please tell him I said hi.  I'd appreciate that.  

AVERY:  Will do.  Yeah, he'll like that.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Any other comments?  Clorinda?  Oh, we have a comment.  

Ma'am, you have three minutes.  Yes.   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is the overhang far enough out to shade the doors from the 

118-degree temperature we get in the summer? 

AVERY:  So the door -- the doors are pushed back and should be shaded.  And then we 

have the additional overhang above.  But yeah, they do get very hot.  Yeah.  Don't want 

people to burn their hands.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So the back of it's going to be a retention basin, right?   

AVERY:  Yeah.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  It'll be open to develop something on that retention basin?  Like a 

surface dog park?  

AVERY:  I would have to run that by Ben, I think they would they would like to do 

something else with that land, but  the need to deal with the storm water is critical. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  If the City is going to be dealing with the storm water, then they 

really can't do too much to it.  

AVERY:  No.  It could be like a park like use, though.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Like a dog park.  Yes.  City Manager?  

MEDRANO:  I mean, a dog park -- thank you, Mr. Mayor, members of Council -- a dog 

park would activate what would otherwise be empty land that collects water that never 

occurs in our state -- or city.  It's a requirement.  They have to do it.  It's not the design 

issue.  It's a choice to either go underground or keep it on the surface.  In the event that 

we land, for example, a sit-down breakfast place, we can always look at undergrounding 
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at that time, and the City can help participate depending on the circumstances, but.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Definitely other solutions.   

AVERY:  Yeah.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  But I'm thinking we have those small homes that we just put in, 

actually, on both sides of Van Buren now.  And some of those folks are going to be dog 

owners.  How cool would it be to just be able to go out and walk your dog -- 

AVERY:  Yeah. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  -- i.e., pick up after them too, and enjoy that green space if it was 

there.  

AVERY:  I'll bring that up with them.  I know that we have to do landscaping, so I don't 

know that it's been -- I don't know that it hasn't necessarily -- something to define the 

direction yet.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Grass is great landscaping. 

AVERY:  Huh? 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Grass is awesome landscaping for dogs.  

AVERY:  It is. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  And humans.  

AVERY:  It is.  but it doesn't -- they -- around here, you've got to keep watering it, so.   

MEDRANO:  And sir, one last thing, if I could, Mr. Mayor, members of Council -- much 

like our partnership with the elementary school, at the place, the City could maintain it, 

so that the landowner wouldn't have to worry about it, because as long as it has public 

access.  Something to think about.  

AVERY:  Yes, definitely.  I'll mention that to Ben when I bring -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Is Ben a dog owner?  We can get him a dog.  

AVERY:  He's an outdoor kind of guy, so I wouldn't put it past him to have some dogs.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We can get him a dog.  My neighbor just bought one, so.  We 

won't to get into the details, but outside of that, any questions or comments?   

ERIVES:  I like the dog park.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Any questions or comments on this end?  
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ERIVES:  I like the dog park. 

CHAVIRA:  I like the dog park idea.  

DAVIS:  I like the dog park as well.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  A lot of dog lovers, you see.  It's working.  While you're at it, throw 

some trees in there too, so we can get some shade.  

AVERY:  Oh, yes.  

DAVIS:  I'm not even a pet person and I like the dog park idea.  

CHAVIRA:  I'm with you, Jimmy.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  So with that, is there anything else you'd like to add this 

evening?  

AVERY:  No.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Jason?  Okay.  Well, with that I will close this public hearing, and I 

will -- there are eight recommended stipulations provided by the Development Services 

Department.  So for those that would like to make a favor for or against, please include 

the eight stipulations as we move forward with this.  Do I have a motion?  Vice Mayor 

Davis makes a motion to approve with? 

DAVIS:  Motion to approve with eight recommended stipulations.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Are you all okay with the eight stipulations?   

AVERY:  Yes.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Do I have a second?  We have a second, Clorinda Erives.  

So -- with the eight stipulations as well?  Awesome.  All right.  We have a first.  We have 

a second.  All in favor, please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed, bark?  All right.  No barks.  All right.  We're 

good.  Passed unanimously.  Thank you very much for your time.  

And lo and behold, that would be.  Yeah.  It's going to be awesome.  Lo and behold, 

we're going to have another public hearing soliciting comments, permission parties in 

reference to establishing a new facility rental fee for the City of Tolleson.  So I'll open 

that up now.  I will now open up the public hearing and turn this over to Deputy City 
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Manager Wendy Jackson.  

JACKSON:  Hello.  Good evening, Mr. Mayor and members of Council.  We had a 

collective team together to push this initiative forward for you, which is renting our 

room spaces here throughout the city.  And I do have a couple of slides.   

So as a team, they met and they did an analysis based on what the going room rentals 

are within the West Valley.  And their primary -- to put these prices together, they 

looked at pricing analysis with neighboring cities.  They looked at cost recovery in terms 

of keeping it up with the staffing.  And they also looked at community accessibility.  

They wanted to make sure it was affordable for our community.  So when you see $0.03 

per square foot for residents, $0.05 per square foot for non-residents and businesses, 

I'm going to show you what that really means, because it does, like -- $0.03, $0.05.  How 

much is that really?  

 On the next slide -- I think I have the clicker right here.  I'm not sure.  On the next slide, 

we have here what the square footages are.  And this was all in the packet.  So it 

displays that there for you, and what our occupancy is for each of our spaces.   

And on the additional slide here, to put it into real terms, for our city residents, if they 

wanted to, for instance, rent out the Lantana, it will be about $45 per hour, a minimum 

$2 (sic) requirement.  And that's not including staffing.  So we would be -- the Latana 

room is the front north-facing room over here in the senior center.  That's just as an 

example.   

For non-profits, we do have a fee for that.  And those fees are broken down based on 

each of our spaces.  For non-residents, we do have a fee for that, which is a little more 

in cost because they're not a resident.  We have a price structure for our commercial 

organizations, and then governmental entities would be able to reserve our spaces 

without any cost, and most cities do that.  And so when the group met, they ensured 

that they benchmarked with other cities.  And I'll show you what cities that they looked 

at.  I got to go backwards, I think.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  If another agency wants to have a meeting here, they still got to 

come in and talk to staff -- 
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JACKSON:  Do the process.  Yes.  And they did develop a policy for this.  So it will be 

accessible for the public to view on -- what the process is to rent our spaces.  And it's 

very reasonable.  And then every division will have a designated liaison to ensure that 

the spacing is rented using our guidelines.  So depending on what they're renting our 

space for, they may need to show certificate of insurance.  So there are stipulations that 

that go with it.  But we do have a set policy plan to ensure that it would meet standards.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Back to the pricing one? 

JACKSON:  Next one.  This one?  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So for example, the big room, the human services multi-purpose 

room.  We're talking $65 an hour.  So if you want to have, like a baby shower or 

something like that, you want to get it for two hours, I think that's reasonable.  I mean, 

the human services one is smaller, but I like the flooring in there.  

JACKSON:  Yes.  So I'm just keeping in mind, Mr. Mayor and members of the Council, 

when we do have events, it will be after our business hours, of course.  So once the 

senior programing concludes, then they could rent the spaces.  And then there is a 

minimum two-hour staffing fee, which is currently $30 an hour.  And we will be looking 

at making an adjustment to that as we go along with the program.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Just a little bit on the fire and police community rooms, 

conference room? 

JACKSON:  Yes, the fire and police community rooms will remain at no charge to the 

public as long as they in advance request the space.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Even if they don't have the money and they just want to get 

together to -- literally wants to get together and talk or whatever, there's still some free 

space.  

JACKSON:  Yes.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I've been to both the fire and the police conference rooms.  

They're pretty good-sized room.  

JACKSON:  Yes.  And we will have on our website exactly what the occupancy load is for 

each room.  So if they wanted to just compare and see which room would serve them 
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best, they can look at that.   

And that's all I have for this.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  It was -- wasn't there a sheet with you compared it to other cities?  

JACKSON:  Yes.  There were -- I think it might be not -- may not be in here.  Oh there it is 

I got it.  Sorry.  So this is our comparison.  And what they did is, they did like an average 

between the, the cities.  They looked at Goodyear, Buckeye, and Avondale, and 

Glendale.  And if you can see Goodyear, their library room, which is a very large square 

footage room.  They're doing it for $0.03 per square foot for residents, $0.06 for non-

residents, and for organizations $0.08.  So we just did an average between those.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So for most of our facilities, we're at the lowest rate or below 

other cities.  

JACKSON:  Well we might be a little bit higher than Avondale on one room, but yes.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So it's a good price point for our residents.  

JACKSON:  Yes.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.   

JACKSON:  I'm done.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  Well, thank you for the presentation, Wendy.  I'm going to 

turn it over to Council for some questions.  Don't go too far.  We have a question from 

Council member Erives.  

ERIVES:  I'm not sure if you showed on your slides,  Ms. Jackson, but what about tables 

and chairs?  Is that part of the facility rental as well?  

JACKSON:  They would be able to use the tables and chairs that we have in the rooms.  

They will be responsible for arranging it the way they would like, and making sure that 

the room is clean at the end of their event.  The only fee that is not included in this, 

which we will do a reposting for, is the AV fees.  So if they would like to utilize our IT 

staff to set up AV, we will have pricing for that.  And that will be set at $40 per hour to 

use projector and screen.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Rock and roll.   

ERIVES:  Mayor had mentioned a baby shower.  So something like that.  I've rented the 
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space.  I've got tables and chairs.  Am I able to bring food, beverages, items, cake, ice 

cream, all those kinds of things? 

JACKSON:  You can.  In our SOP that we have developed, you can bring in food.  We 

would prefer it to be purchased from, let's say, a caterer or a store.  They have to 

maintain some type of standards from the County.  No alcohol, non-alcoholic beverages 

at this time.  

ERIVES:  No alcohol.  Okay. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  That's why I brought up my comment about the flooring.  Most of 

the rooms that are mentioned up there have this terracotta kind of flooring where if you 

spill something, you just mop it up, versus a carpet room. 

JACKSON:  And in terms of the grass that's out front, we are still developing something 

around that.  So when we bring forth the AV fees, the staff fees, we will have something 

included for that.  So initially for the first few months, we probably won't have that 

ready to go.  But we're still working on developing that.  

ERIVES:  Yeah.  Is there like another is there like a deposit that someone has to leave?  I 

think you mentioned something about an insurance?  

JACKSON:  Depending on the type of meeting that they're going to have, like for a baby 

shower, if you're not having any like DJ coming in, then you wouldn't need to surrender 

that.  But -- furnish that.  But yes, there is a fee.  There's going to be a 50% deposit that 

is required.  And then upon turning the room space back over to the City intact, then 

you get the deposit back.  

ERIVES:  Perfect, perfect.  

DAVIS:  You're not requiring any type of event insurance in general? 

JACKSON:  If they're having an event where they would have a third party coming in like 

a DJ, yes, the DJ would have to -- 

DAVIS:  Have their own insurance.  But there's also like event insurance that's separate 

from the DJ insurance.  They don't have to get that?  

JACKSON:  Well, for the room rentals, we're not requiring it.  It's only for if you're using a 

third-party vendor.  Now if it's something for the parks, that would be separate.  And 
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that's under Randy.  And I would think that they would need to have insurance.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:   But we would take it occasion by occasion, right?  I mean, based 

on the special activities request or whatever form they submit describing what they're 

going to do, if it looks like it needs to be elevated, then obviously we would require 

some other form.  

JACKSON:  Absolutely. 

MERDONA:  And yes, Mayor, members of the Council.  Absolutely.  If it's a big event and 

we're bringing in people from the public, if it's not a closed meeting or a party where it's 

a private party and it's open to the public, yes, we will ask for that event insurance. 

DAVIS:  Guess I'm going to have to stick to PIR.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Councilwoman? 

LABORIN:  Where does the senior center come in on that list that you put there?  

JACKSON:  For pricing per hour?  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  $65 an hour, I think.  

JACKSON:  I believe it was $65. 

DAVIS:  It's only rented outside of operating hours, so it won't be during the senior 

operating hours.  

JACKSON:  $65 per hour for a resident.  Non-resident is $90 per hour.  Commercial is $90 

per hour.  And no charge for governmental entity.  And non-profit is $65 an hour.  

Minimum two hours requirement.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Questions?  Another one.  No, that's all right.  That's what we're 

here for.  

ERIVES:  So I'm going to have a baby shower for somebody.  How do I reserve the room?  

Can I go online to reserve it?  Am I going through Parks and Recs, or what's the process?  

JACKSON:  So we're working with Public Affairs Department on how we are going to 

communicate that out to the public.  Every site has their own mechanism in terms of 

how they would reserve, and our policy, and what we're going to communicate is if 

you're trying to reserve for let's say, the Human Services department, there's a phone 

number there for them to call.  Library will have their own phone number, and they also 
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have their own website and portal where you can make those reservations.  And Parks 

and Rec already has a portal and a process for reserving the park, so it will be the same 

way, but it'll just be for their rooms.  

ERIVES:  Full out.   

JACKSON:  Although this goes in effect in thirty days, we do need a little bit of ramp-up 

time, so we will definitely keep you posted in terms of exactly when we will be ready to 

launch this great initiative.   

ERIVES:  2025. 

JACKSON:  Yes.  2025, first quarter.  Yeah.  God willing.  Oh, I jinxed it now.  God willing.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Large umbrella.  

JACKSON:  Thank you.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  It is.  It really is.  Okay.  Well, I don't see no other questions.  This 

is a public hearing, so I'll turn it over to the public.  Anybody have any comments or 

questions?  Concerns.  Anything else?  No?  Nobody.? All right.  Well, in that case, I will 

close this public hearing.  Thank you,  Wendy.   

Council action is to adopt or deny Resolution No. 2590 of the Mayor and City Council of 

the City of Tolleson, Arizona, establishing new facility rental fees for City facilities.  I will 

entertain a motion to either approve or deny.  We have a motion from Councilmember 

Davis, and we have a second from Council Member Laborin.  All those in favor of 

approving, please signify by saying aye.  

ALL:  Aye.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  All right.  Motion passes unanimously.  Good 

news.  The public built this facility, and now they will have access to it to have events for 

the community and be more inclusive, as we always have.  And this is a good thing.  And 

it's going to be at a price point that people in our community should be able to afford.  

Thank you guys for all your hard work.  And thank the committee for putting the 

numbers together.  I don't know how big the committee was, so I'm not going to ask 

who was on it.  

JACKSON:  Once Mandy, our library director, she came on board, she was eager to get 
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her rooms rented, and she brought it forth to the committee, and then we all got 

together.  It was Randy, Mandy, Santiago, Pilar (phonetic).  They worked on the room 

rates, and then I came behind them and asked them how I can assist, to try to bring the 

policy forward to you all.  So it was just a group of us together.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  That does raise a question.  The library rooms, the study rooms in 

the back?  Are those still free of charge?  

CARRICO:  All the study rooms are free of charge.  And actually, the library multi-

purpose room is free to residents, non-profits and non-residents, only charging 

commercial.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.  Great news.  News gets even better.  

JACKSON:  However, after work hours, if I can add -- if it's after business hours, then the 

after-business hours -- 

CARRICO:  After business hours we have to charge because of the dedicated staff that 

need to be there.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Understood.  Yeah.  And no, I'm just talking about if a student 

wants to come to the library during the library hours, or a group of students.  All right.  

Now we come to the favorite part of my agenda, which is basically consent agenda 

action items, because we knock out nine birds with one stone.  So I will entertain a 

motion to approve the consent agenda action items.  I have a motion from 

Councilwoman Laborin.  Do you have any questions?  I have a second from 

Councilmember Chavira.  Is there any question on the consent agenda action items?  

Not seeing any.  I will call for a vote.   

All those in favor, please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  All right.  The consent agenda action item has 

been approved.  We are going to move on now to regular agenda action items.   

Approve or deny the Professional Services Agreement between the City of Tolleson and 

Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. for contracting services relating to the Van Buren at 

96th Ave. Pedestrian Bridge Design, and authorize the City Manager to execute and 
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deliver said Agreement. The City shall pay the Contractor an amount not to exceed 

$1,000,000 for the services. This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect for one 

year and may be renewed for up to four successive one-year terms.  Development 

Services Director?  

EARP:  Thank you, Mayor, Vice Mayor, members of the Council.  There's not much to -- 

this is the bridge that's next to the high school.  So we've been working with the high 

school on where it's going to go and that kind of thing.  So now we're having Kimley-

Horn design it for us.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah.  This is a -- I think this is a big one.  I mean, traffic in the 

morning is ridiculous.  In the evening is even worse, because all the kids are trying to 

cross, all the parents are dropping them off either on -- next to what's that restaurant?  

A Sonic's, in that plaza?  Or they're trying to get to the side.  This is a lot safer.  It'll take 

the kids through the top.  Traffic flow will continue as normal.  So I'm glad to see that 

this is finally going to the design stage.  So that's all I'm going to say about that.  I will 

open it to Council for comments.  Questions?  Any special requests of what the bridge is 

supposed to look like?  Maroon and gold?   

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do you have a copy -- 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  It's not a public -- it's not a public hearing.  Sorry.  

CHAVIRA:  Oh, I have a question.  So will it be an open bridge that will go across Van 

Buren? 

EARP:  Yes.  As of now, yes.  With the elevator for the disabled.   

CHAVIRA:  Oh, wow.  Okay.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I suggest that they put gates on it, so at a certain time, we can 

close it, and nobody's hiding in there or whatever, that kind of stuff.  But that's what the 

design firm is for.  I mean, they've been doing bridges and I'm assuming this 

organization has some history in that, so.  

EARP:  That is correct, Mayor.  And then once we get a design like anything else, we'll 

bring it for Council to view and then make comment.  And then if we need to make any 

changes, we'll make those changes.  
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MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  This is one of two bridges that we would like to install sometime in 

the near future.  

EARP:  That is correct.  The other one will be right here on 91st Avenue next to City Hall.  

DAVIS:  Definitely need to have some type of artwork on them.  I don't want to see 

some ugly cement structure in the sky.  Thanks in advance.  

PIERCE:  We'll cross that bridge when we come to it. 

ERIVES:  Oh, we've been waiting for that sentence.  Oh my gosh. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Did we vote already?  

DAVIS:  No.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  I will entertain a motion.  

LABORIN:  I have a question.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We have a question.  

LABORIN:  Jason, is this going to be a tunnel type of a bridge with -- for nobody to try to 

climb the fence and go off?  

EARP:  Oh, yeah.  We'll have all the safety requirements there to discourage anyone to, 

to try to do anything of that nature, yes.  And again once we get the design we'll bring it 

to Council just to take a look at it.  If you have any concerns or comments, we'll address 

those at that time. .  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah, this is very early on in the process.  They're just going to 

design it, and then they're going to bring it to us.  And then we give them some 

feedback, and they'll redesign it and get it to where we want it.  

LABORIN:  (indiscernible) cross over there, what is it, 77th Avenue?  87th Avenue?  No, 

on that side of 83rd Avenue, where you can come off the 10 and go up where the 

people park? 

EARP:  Oh, the parking structure on 79th.  

LABORIN:  79th.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  No, this will be for pedestrians.  It'll be for humans just to be able 

to cross.  I love the idea of the of the of the ADA because of the elevators.  Because if we 

don't, the ADA ramps are going to have to be like half a mile just to get them up there.   
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EARP:  Correct.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  And the perfect example on 35th Avenue and -- 

EARP:  McDowell.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  McDowell. 

DAVIS:  Oh, that's a monstrosity.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  If you ever look at that bridge, it is huge.  And the biggest reason is 

because they don't want elevators.  So they had to put ramps on them.  And it's just -- 

it's ridiculous.  So anyways, I'm looking forward to a really good design.  But before we 

can do any of that, I need a motion to approve.   

I have a motion from Councilwoman Erives.  We have a second from Vice Mayor Davis.  

All those in favor, please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  Motion passes.  All right, we're getting a 

bridge design.   

All right.  Where did we leave off?  Okay.  Here we go.   

Number 2, adopt/deny Ordinance No. 614 N.S. of the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Tolleson, Arizona, extending and increasing the corporate limits of the City of 

Tolleson, Maricopa County, State of Arizona, pursuant to the provisions of Title 9, 

Chapter 4, Article 7, Arizona Revised Statutes and Amendments thereto, by annexing all 

the land up to the Estrella Mountain.  I'm just kidding.  By annexing thereto certain 

territory contiguous to the existing City limits of the City of Tolleson: 91st Avenue, north 

of MC 85.   

Jason, give us some background.  

EARP:  Thank you.  Mayor, Vice Mayor, members of Council.  So as you know, for the last 

several years, the County has been redoing MC 85 or Buckeye Road, and then all the 

easements and right of way, Phoenix has been annexing because they're going to take 

over that roadway when it's done.  But they also -- the County owned north about 660 ft 

north, and it was still in the county's name, so it only makes sense that we annex our 

right of way and easement.  So we'll have access without having to go through another 
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agency.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  Pretty straightforward.  We're going to take out a little 

strip of land. So I will entertain a motion to approve.   

LABORIN:  Approve.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We have a motion from Councilwoman Laborin.  Second by Vice 

Mayor Davis.  All those in favor, please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  Motion passes unanimously.   

EARP:  Thank you, Mayor.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you, Jason.  I think we're going to move on to item number 

3, which is to Appoint Elected Official as Board Member of the Tolleson Public Safety 

Personnel Retirement System Board to serve from January 1st, 2025 until January 1st, 

2027.  I'm going to turn it over to Wendy.   

And just for the general public, we have two boards.  We have one for police, we have 

one for fire.  And there are opportunities to volunteer.  And we do announce them 

when those opportunities come up.  But.  Wendy.  

JACKSON:  Yes.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor and members of Council.  The term for 

Councilwoman Clorinda Erives is ending.  And we would need to know as the board, as 

the board secretary representation, who you would like to appoint to do another two-

year term.  She can continue on if she's interested, or if you want to discuss and dialog, 

if someone else on the Council would like to take the helm of our retirement boards.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Clorinda? 

ERIVES:  Thank you, Mayor.  I just wanted to offer this opportunity -- do you like how I 

said that, opportunity -- because I learned so much from being on the fire and police 

board.  It was amazing; when I came on Council and took on this role, I didn't know all 

the ins and outs of how to conduct a meeting.  All the steps that go with.  Through the 

guidance of Ms. Jackson and Michelle Smythe.  She was just instrumental in, you do this, 

this is what you do next, this is how this flows, these are the order in which this 

happens.  It was a wonderful learning opportunity.  And so this is why I would like to 
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extend this opportunity to another Councilmember, so they can have that same 

experience.  The experience is valuable, because when I took on the role as chairperson 

for CDAC, it was like, oh, I don't know if I can do this, but I went back on the background 

with fire and police board and I was like, yeah, this is something that I can do.  And it 

just so happened on my first CDAC meeting, I was vice chair at that time, chair was 

absent, and I had to conduct the meeting and I was like, oh my gosh, I -- and then I just 

took a deep breath and I was like, okay, what do we do with fire and police?  We have 

an agenda.  We just go through the steps.  I didn't need a script or anything, because I 

was able to do, and rely on the expertise of, of my practice.  Right.  So this is where I say 

police and fire is a wonderful opportunity for someone who would like to step in and 

enroll and still have wonderful staff that can support.  Offering that opportunity.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I will add, I used to be on the Planning and Zoning Commission 

before I was on Council, and then when I got on Council, I took this board on and I think 

I served like two or three terms.  And so it was good training.  

So if anybody would like to be nominated or if anybody would like to nominate 

themselves, I'm here as long as you guys want me to, because we need somebody from 

the Council to lead that.  Yes.  Councilmember? 

LABORIN:  I nominate Christine Chavira.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  So we have a nomination for Christine Chavira.   

I don't know.  No, I'm just kidding.  Would you be interested in doing it?  

CHAVIRA:  I am, Mayor, yes.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Okay.  

DAVIS:  I'll second.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We have a second by Vice Mayor Davis.  And just to be clear, 

most, if not all the meetings are in the evening, right?  

JACKSON:  All of the meetings are in the evening at 5 p.m.  We have a standing meeting 

the first Wednesday of each month, but we cancel if we have nothing on the agenda.  So 

we've canceled December and January's meeting.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:   You're off to a good start.  You've got two months off already.  
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CHAVIRA:  Sounds pretty good.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All right.  Well, all those in favor of assigning Christina Chavira to 

the public safety boards, please signify by saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  All those opposed?  Congratulations.  You are our new board.  I 

guess president would be -- yeah, the chair.  So you'll be working with both of our 

chiefs, and I look forward to it.  Good job.  Awesome.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  I also want to take some time to thank Councilwoman Erives.  She 

has served in this capacity for how long?  Like four years now, which is, like two terms.  

So thank you very much for all your efforts.  And let's give her a round of applause for 

her work.   

Keep moving forward.  So with that, there's no work studies today, no presentations.  

Good.  We're going to want the Mayor and City Manager report on current events for 

discussion.  I will turn it over to community.   

But before I do, I do want to acknowledge staff's efforts because we walk in one day and 

there's a Christmas tree.  And you walk in, you walk in the thing, and there's this big old 

wreath in the middle of the breezeway there.  And then you come into Council office 

and we have garland?  Is that what it's called?  Doesn't happen by accident.  Somebody 

put the deers (sic) up there.  I know it wasn't Reyes.  And the Santa Claus.  The wreath.  

And then we have a nice big star over at the plaza, or what we call the place.  

ERIVES:  Place. 

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  And so staff went out of their way to pick some really iconic -- I 

think we have some more stuff out here too -- some really iconic locations for the 

holidays, for people from Tolleson or around Tolleson to just stop, take a family picture, 

come up with their Christmas card.  And that takes effort, takes time, and it takes 

somebody who cares.  So I want to thank staff for going out of their way to make sure 

that we have some of those iconic stuff.  If you want a picture on a sled, you don't got to 

go to the North Pole.  You just got to go right outside here, right next to our big tree.  So 

that's going to be awesome.  But with that, thank you staff for doing that.  It means a 
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lot.  It shows how much you care.  With that I'm going to turn it over to Randy Babchuk.  

BABCHUK:  Thank you, Mayor and members of the Council.  We have two exciting 

events coming up.  The first one is this Thursday.  We have our tree lighting event here 

at our civic center.  4:30 to 6:30 for the residents.  We'll have Santa and the Grinch, and 

some arts and crafts done by our Tolleson Teen Council.  And then I'm excited to 

announce that we have our Luces de Navidad event this weekend, December 14th and 

15th.  On Saturday and Sunday.  The event starts at 1 p.m. on Saturday.  Reality Band 

will kick it off with Conjunto Ambicion and La Cuarenta y Cinco closing out the night.  

We will have our light parade starting at 7:00, traveling down Van Buren Street from 

96th Avenue to 92nd Avenue.  We'll also have free carnival rides for residents and kids, 

and creative arts and crafts provided by Tolleson Library and Teen Council.  Sunday, we 

move over to -- starts at 1:00 again.  We have mariachi, a mariachi band.  And closing 

out the night is Las Calakas with a Show N' Shine Car Show starting at 1:00 to 4:00, 

where we'll be giving out some awards, best paint, Mayor's choice, viewers' choice, best 

interior, best wheels, and best bike.  So hopefully we can see you guys all out there.  

And we're excited to bring this back this year.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.  That's all really, really good news.  And we start this 

Thursday.  And I've been told that we've been practicing on the push the button and the 

lights turn on.  Right?  I know last year we had a minor issue with that.  But this year, 

we'll be ready to go, and it'll be awesome.  I do want to thank the lowrider community 

now that I can, the Show N' Shine, actually -- there's a membership.  Not a membership, 

but a fee to participate.  The money goes to support the auto shop classes at the 

Tolleson High School.  Great partnership that's been going on for a while.  Look forward 

to being a judge again.  And of course, great entertainment, great food, and just overall 

great work by our staff.  And it will manifest itself again on a great time for all of our 

residents to come out and enjoy like in years past.  And we'll have a booth.  I mean, not 

a booth, but a trailer ready to go for the parade.  We could all jump on.  

BABCHUK:  Have you guys meet at the stage no later than 6:30, so we can get you guys 

over there.  
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MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.  Okay.  Any other comments or.  No?  Nobody else? 

CHAVIRA:  Yeah.  Randy, who chooses the music for the events?  

BABCHUK:  We have a committee made up of different staff members from different 

departments, and we're open opened up to some suggestions.  We've also looked to a 

third-party to help us get some of those bigger acts from Texas and California as well.  

CHAVIRA:  Good job.  I like the music.  Shout out to the Primo (phonetic).  Reality's going 

to play.  Yay.  

BABCHUK:  Yeah.  

DAVIS:  I have to say, I noticed that there's been some younger -- how do I word this in 

the nicest way -- some younger acts.  

BABCHUK:  Yeah.  And I think that's some of the reaction from the community, they've 

wanted to see some of the younger acts.  And we understand that times are changing, 

and the torch is being passed.  So we've really listened to the community and residents.  

DAVIS:  Diversity in selections.  There we go.  That's the politically correct way to say 

that.  But Las Calakas, I can't even say their name, but they are awesome.  

BABCHUK:  They are.  One of the members --  a couple of the members are from, went 

to Tolleson High School.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Yeah, that explains it.  That explains it.  

BABCHUK:  They were from a band beginning Fayuca and then they kind of veered off 

and now they're Las Calakas, so.  

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Awesome.  All right.  Reyes, again, any other, anything else?  

Anybody have a birthday?  All right.  Well, with that, I'm going to let everybody out of 

here, wish everybody a happy holiday.  If I don't see you guys again to the New Year, 

have a joyous Christmas, a wonderful new year.  And eat as much as you can, because 

you remember, January 1st or January 2nd, the diet starts.  Not for me, but for people 

that are into that house stuff.   

So I will entertain a motion to adjourn.  We have a motion to adjourn.  Do we have a 

second?   

CHAVIRA:  Second.   
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MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  We have a second from Christine.  We have a first from Clorinda.  

We have a second from Christine.  All those in favor as to adjourn.  Please signify by 

saying aye.   

ALL:  Aye.   

MAYOR RODRIGUEZ:  Aye.  All those opposed?  All right.  We are officially adjourned.  

Thank you everybody. 
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